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Since 1996 Ismael Mérida Arquitectos in Marbella, with a team including all the
architectural fields.

C 1996 2. sozenasasem komnanuio «Mcmasne Mepuoa Apxumexkmoc» (Ismael Merida Ar-
quitectos), Haxooswyrocs 6 2. Mapbeavss U A6AOUYIOCS KOMAHOOU Npogheccuonanos,
oxeamvlearouleli 8ce 0ONACmu apXumeKmypHouIX ycaye.
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Its activity is mainly developed in Costa del Sol
with projects carried out in Spanish countries
such as Lisbon, Casablanca, Tangier and the Do-
minican Republic. Among its most famous local
works we can find the Hotel Oceano Beach, the
restoration of Olivia Valere, Aloha Hill Club and
the project for the new port of Fuengirola.

My first question is about the city you live in: how
do you see Marbella?

Cosmopolitan, a multi-cultural place. For me,
it’s a unique way of living, the best parallel in
the world, open to the Mediterranean sea with
an ongoing flow of energies which come and go
away... learning.

Which is your clients’ nationality?

They are mainly Russian, Scandinavian and Ger-
man. They trust me to develop their project in
Marbella and this is the reason why it is possible
for us to work even in their countries This is the
reason why I always say “Marbella is an airport
open to the world”.

What do you think about design and architecture
in Spain?

It is avant-garde when you talk with foreigners
enjoying the design; you realize that in Spain
there’s a huge respect for everything: our imagi-
nation and, personally, I see an extra point in its
historical culture.

Applying Feng Shui in your creations can be con-
sidered as one of your identity signs?

I've always felt something missed to my projects.
They were ok but something missed: life which
is beyond things. In a journey to the East, I began
to discover how it was possible to live in architec-

tures based on Feng Shui. These reflected happi-
ness, peace, balance, positive energy and perfect
harmony. I realized I would like to work ac-
cording to such thousands-years old philosophy.
Nowadays, I trust a colleague, Begofia del Rey,
and we enjoy it by creating balance and harmony
in our works. It is not the same reading a book
about Feng Shui or living it personally.

Which are the nicest designs you remember most?
14 years ago, I participated to a contest of ideas:
my installation project was not really evident
and opposite to the other participants’ ones. The
memory is not mainly to win the competition but
I doubted about myself although I believed in
what I was doing. Including having passed the

We mainly work by reforming local architectures
of “70s/°80s in order to convert them into
actual, white villas with asiatic influence.

obstacles which destiny sometimes put in front
of you and after many years from its completion.
Very satisfied.

The most important project?

The new port of Fuengirola for the opportunity I
had to transform the city by opening it to the sea as
well as for the influence in modernizing my native.

What do you think about the project of t he Ba-
Jjadilla port?

it has a very interesting idea but I believe we
should ask what the city needs: what is function-
al? This is an enclave which reduced my point
of view: it is very complex in its integration with
peripheral barriers
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Are you an architect specializing in versatility?

We are professionals serving each period and place.
For many years we have projected urbanization
projects, hotels, commercial centers and wide-scale
general projects. The current situation led me to spe-
cialize in a more human scale, leading to design even
the smallest detail... I would like to understand the dif-
ferent ways of living in each culture and nationality.

Architecture, as painting, allows people to reflect in it?
From my point of view, there is a moral archi-
tecture and a “soul” one; a work can reflect your
mood, your soul, your steps, your life... a good ar-
chitecture should save the moment as a painter or a
writer can recognize through their works; these can
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His journeys through Asia have helped
him to mix another architectural concept
to the Mediterranean architecture

reflect your mood, fears, insufficiencies; when you
look back at your past and see your works, you can
identify with the moment you were living. Looking
back I can see my character reflected in such a per-
spective search in the spaces we design. I observe
this dialogue-vein in the fusion with the oriental in-
fluences. The subject of water is a reflection of flex-
ibility I've been always looked for.

How will future cities be?

Before, there was an abstract concept where the
citizen adapted to the city and now we have the
opportunity to enjoy spaces created for the inhab-
itants; citizens have to decide and influence us.
It’s the individual maturity which will allow more hu-

man cities where it’s deprived the relationship with

history, eyes and the enjoyment of the city. ~ We
like the huge malls imported from the USA or, on
the contrary, do we like to come back to business in-
tegration and the sight with the city tissue? Before we
talked about opening a city to the sea through its own
port. Do we like such a model? There’s no doubt.

Finally, can you tell us are you working at the
moment?

By a “70s-villa which I want to transform into a
contemporary architecture, white, very open to
the exterior...Furthermore, I want to adapt it to
a very wide family allowing them to live there.
I'm having a wonderful time!



[TyTemecTBus Mo A3umr MOMOIU eMy OObEAUHUTD CPEVM3EMHOMOPCKYIO
aApPXUTEKTYPY C APYTOW apXUTEKTYPHOU KOHIIETIIIUEH.

JlesATeIbHOCT  KOMMAHWKM Pa3BOPAuMBaeTCs B
OCHOBHOM Ha Tepputopun perroHa Kocra-znesns-
Conb, XOTSl y Hee TaKke HUMEIOTCS IMPOEKTEH,
pacrosiokeHHble Ha Beei Tepputopun Mcnanuu,
B ropogax Jluccadbon, Kacabnanka, Tamxep u
Ha Teppuropun JloMuHMKaHCKOH PecryOimke.
Cpeau HanboJIee U3BECTHBIX MECTHBIX TIPOEKTOB
KOMIIaHMM Haxoautcs oteib «OceaHo Buu,
npeoOpasoBanue kiyda «OsmBus Banepe» n
kiayba “Anoxa Xwui”, pa3paboTka HpoeKTa
HOBOTO nopta r. Pysnxupoa.

Mo nepabiii 60npoc cesi3am ¢ 20p000M, 8 KOMOPOM
But orcuseme. Kakoui Bot uoume Map6envto?

3TO TrOpOA-KOCMOIIONINT, TUIABMJIBHBIA KOTEJ
KyabTyp. [Jnd
BO3MOJKHBI 00pa3 JKM3HM, Jydlllee M3 BCeX
CYILECTBYIOIIUX B MUPE MECT, 3/1eCh OLLyIaeTCs
BimsiHAe Cpesn3eMHOro Mopsi M IPHCYTCTBHE

MEHA 3TO eZlPIHCTBeHHLIﬁ

[OCTOSIHHOTO TOTOKA YHEPruM IMPUXOASIEH U
YXOJISIIIEH... MBI BCEIJJa YeMY-TO yUUMCS.

Ymo Bwl ckadiceme o nayuonarvHocmu Bawiux
KAUueHmos?

B cBoeM OONBIIMHCTBE 3TO PYCCKHE JIOMH,
CKaH/MHaBbl U HeMIbl. CHavana OHU JI0BEPSIOT
MHE CBOW TPOEKThl B Mapbeibe, 4To B CBOIO
ouepellb [JaeT HaM BO3MOXHOCTh padoTaTh
B OydymeM B CTpaHaX WX MOCTOSIHHOTO
MPOKUBAHMS, TI0 - STOMY s BCerja roBopio, 4To
“MapOenbs - 9TO a3pOMOPT C BHIXOJIOM BO BeCh

”

MHP

Kakoso Bawe mHenue o Ouzaiime u
apxumexmype ¢ Hcnanuu?

Mp1 HaxouMcst B aBaHTapae. Korna st oomatoch
¢ 3apyOeXHBIMU TOCTSIMH, YBJICKAIOIMMUCS
I3aiHOM, 51 TIOHMMAlo, YTO 3a TpelesiaMu
Vcnanuy Hac OYeHb YBaXalwT 3a TO, UTO
MbI CO3/Ia€M B 3TOil 4YacTH CBeTa: 3a Hare
BOOOpakeHUE U HAIE BEJIMKOE UCTOPUIECKOE U
KyJIbTYpPHOE HaCJIe/Ine, SIBJISIOIIEECsT OT/ICIbHBIM

MpENMYIIECTBOM.

Moosicho au cuumame UCNONB306aHUE MEXHUKU
Dsn-1llyii ¢ Bawux npoexmax oOHum uz Bawux
dupmennvix 3HaKog?

MHe Bcerja Kaszaloch, YTO MOHMM IIPOEKTaM
Yero-To HeaocTaBano. Bce ObUIO B MOpSJKE,
HO 4Yero-To He XBaTallo, He ObLIO JKU3HU
npucylieid BemaM. Bo BpeMs OIHOrO U3
MyTELIECTBUI HAa BOCTOK 51 HAa4al OCO3HABATb,
KaKHUMH MOTYT OBbITh OLIYIICHUS OT IPeObIBAHUS
B MOMELICHHUSIX,  CIPOCKTHPOBAHHBIX B
cootBercTBUM ¢ (prtocodpuenn Dan-Llyit. It
OLLIyII[EHUE
MHpa, PABHOBECHs, MOJIOKUTEILHON SHEPruu

COOpPYKE€HUA U3JTy4dYasld CYacCThe,

¥ TapMOHMH U S TIOHSUI, YTO MHE 3aXOTeJI0Ch
padoTaTh COTIACHO STOW IpeBHEN (PUIOCOpUH.
B mHacrosmmii MOMEHT y MeHS WMeeTcs
OTIMYHBIA TapTHep, Beromes nens Peil, MbI
BMECTE HACJIaKIAeMCsl BBIIIOJHAEMOH paboTOH,
npHaBas pPaBHOBECHE W TapMOHMIO HAIUM
npoektaM. [Ipountats kHHMTy O D3n-Ulyit n
MPOYYBCTBOBATh BIMSHUE 3TOW (priocopun
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Ha caMOM cebe - 3TO ABE€ COBEPULICHHO pPa3HbIE

BELLN.

O Kkakom  Ou3alinepcKkom  npoeKkme @bl
ecnomunaeme ¢ 0coobiMu uyecmeamu?

14 niet Ha3aj s IPUHUMAT yYacTE B KOHKYpCe
ujeid, MOU TPOEKT peam3alui He ObUT
OUYEBUJIHBIM, HA00OPOT, OH ObUI COBEPIIEHHO
HE [OXOX Ha IPOEKTHl JPYIUX YYACTHUKOB
KOHKypca. Mou camble JiydIliie BOCIIOMUHAHUS
CBSI3aHBI HE CTOJIBKO C MO€El [0Oe 10 B KOHKYpCE,
CKOJIBKO C HJIEEH O TOM, YTO $I HE COMHEBAJICS
B ce0e ¥ HECMOTpPsI HM HA YTO OCTaJICsl BEpeH
cBOMM ujiesiM. .. He roBopst yke 00 OIyIeHun
[IPEOJIOJICHUS TIPETPaJl, yCTAHOBJIEHHBIX CYIbO0I
Ha HAIIIEM ITyTH U 3aBEPIIICHUE ITOTO ITyTH MOCTIe

CTOJIBKHUX JIET. $1 BceM OYeHb JTOBOJIEH.

Baw camvuii saxcuwiii npoekm?

HoBplit iopt ®y3HXUPOJBL. DTOT MPOEKT Aaj
MHE BO3MOKHOCTB TPe0OPasUTh U CAeNaTh OoJiee
COBPEMEHHBIM MOH POJHOM TOPOJI, OTKPHITh EMY
JOCTYII K MOPIO X TEM CaMbIM OKa3aTh BIIMSIHHE
Ha ero XU3Hb.
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Ymo Bui Ooymaeme o npoexme nopma Jla
Baxaounvs?

V MeHs ecTb WHTepecHble UJeu, HO B
HepByl0 Ovepe/lb HaAM HYXHO OyMaTb O TOM,
B uUeM Hyxkmaercs ropox. Yro Oyger OGoiee
ynkumonanpHbiM? C MOEH TOYKM 3peHus
3TO OTACTBHBI yYaCTOK 3eMJIM W 51 BUKY
CJIOKHOM ero MHTErpaIyio ¢ Meprdepuiecknumn

paifoHamMu ropoja.

B xaxoti o6aacmu Bl cheyuanuszupyemece Kax
apxumexmop?

B oGmactu MHOroyHkumoHambHOCTH? MBI
npejlaraeM CBOU TPOQeCCHOHANBHBIE YCITyrn
B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT OIpPE/eJCeHHOTO MOMEHTa
u Mecra. B

IpouuioM Mbl  3aHUMAJIUCh

paspadoTkoi MIPOEKTOB ypOaHu3aIumi,
oTesiel, KOMMEpYECKUX IIEHTPOB M B-00IIeM
pa3pabOTKON TMPOEKTOB KPYMHOro Maciirada.
HBbIHEIIH SIS CUTYaLHst 3aCTaBUIIa MEHST 3aHSAThCS
6oJiee JTMYHBIMK MIPOSKTAMHU, JU3AHHOM CaMbIX
MEJIKUX [JeTaleil... 3TO MOMOraeT MHE IOHSTh
pasnuyHble (POPMBI KU3HHU Pa3HBIX KYJIbTYp M

H'dLlI/IOHéUlI)HOCT@ﬁ.

ApXUTEKTypa, TaKke Kak ¥  KHBOIIHCH,
MO3BOJISIET Y€JIOBEKY BBIPA3HUTh CBOIO JINYHOCTh
Ha, s momHOCTBIO ¢ 3THUM coriaceH. C moeit
TOYKM 3peHusi, CYIIECTBYeT HPABCTBEHHas
apxXUTeKTypa M AyXOBHas apxurtekrypa. Hamma
paboTta MOXET OTpaxaTb Halle [yIIeBHOEe
COCTOSIHME, Halll BHYTPEHHHMI MHp, Hallu
JKM3HEHHBIE STATIbL... XOPOIIUI apXUTEKTOPCKUI
NpOeKT JOJKeH 3amevarierb B cebe To
COCTOSIHUE, B KOTOPOM €r0 aBTOp HaXOIWJICs B
MOMEHT €ro CO3/IaHHs, TaKKe KaK COCTOsSHHE
MoOOro XyJIOKHMKA WIM THcatess, KOTopoe
MOKHO TIPOYYBCTBOBATb uepe3 HX paloTHI,
OTpaKawlue ux BHYTPEHHEE COCTOsIHHE,
cTpaxu, HejpoctaTku. OrygiplBasch Haszal, Ha
CBO€ TBOPEHUE, Tbl MOXKEIIb ITOYYBCTBOBATH
€ro CBsA3b € TEM JXU3HEHHBbIM 3TAllOM, BO BPEM:
KOTOPOTO OHO OBLIO CO3JaHO.

Korza s orisaplBaloch Ha MPOLIEAIINE TOJbI,
s BUKY CBOW XapaKTep, OTPaKEHHBIl B 3TOM
BEYHOM MOKMCKE ITEPCIEKTHB B CO31aBaEMbIX
9t0

K jAuanory Ha0OJofaeTcss B CIUSIHUH,

HaMH IIPOCTPAHCTBAX. CTpEMJIEHUE
BO

BJIMAHUN BOCTOYHBIX KYJbTYP. Tema BOJBI -



9TO BBIPpA)KEHUE 1'I/I6KOCTI/I, TO, YTO 4 BCErja vy
B XKU3HU.

Kaxumu 6yoym 2opooa 6yoywezo?

PanbIiie ropos ObiT aGCTPAKTHON KOHIICTIIAEH, U
TOPOJICKOH JKUTEJNb MPUCIOCAOIMBAICS K TOPOAY,
Ternepb ke y HaC €CTh BO3ZMOKHOCTD TOJIb30BAThCS
OOJIBIIAM KOJMYECTBOM TOPOJICKUX MPOCTPAHCTB,
CO3/IaHHBIX JIs1 JKUTEJIEH TOopoja; CaMH SKUTEIU
JOJUKHBI  TIPUHUMATh — PElIeHUsi M OKa3blBaTb
BJIMSIHME Ha Hac. 3pesiocTb  YeJIOBeYecKOu
JIMYHOCTH TO3BOJIUT CO3/IAaHUE TOPOJIOB B OOJIbIIEH
Mepe CPOKYCUPOBAHHBIX HA YEJIOBEKE, B KOTOPBIX
Oosibllice BHUMaHUE OylIEeT YACNATbCS —CBSI3U
YeloBeKa C WCTOPHUEH, ero JIOCYTy W TOMY, Kak
OH TIOJIb3YeTCSI TOPOJCKUMHU MPOCTPAHCTBAMHU.
Ham HpaBsiTcsl OrpOMHBIE TOPrOBbIE KOMIUIEKCHI,
M03aMMCTBOBAHHbBIC Y aMEPUKAHIIEB, WA HA00OPOT
HaM HEOOXOJAMMO BEpPHYThCA K HHTETpalyu
TOPrOBJIM U JIOCYra B TOPOJCKUX IMPOCTPaHCTBax?
B Havasme WHTEpBBIO MBI pa3roBapUBAIA O
HEOOXOMMOCTH OTKPBITh TOPOJY JIOCTYIl K MOPIO
yepe3 ero mnoptr. Ham HpaBurcs sta uzgesa? B
OTHOIIIEHUU 9TOTO Y MEHS HET HUKAKUX COMHEHHUI.

H nocaeonuii eonpoc: Hao kaxum npoexmom Boi
pabomaeme 6 HACMOSUGUT MOMEHM?

910 BWLIA, nocTpoeHHass B 70-e rouel, U Moei
3aqaueil sBJSETCS TPeoOpa3oBaTh ee B 3/IaHHE
B cTwie OeJoi, COBPEMEHHOH apXHUTEKTyphl C
OOJIBIIAM KOJMYECTBOM TOMEIICHUH, CBSI3aHHBIX
C HApyXHBIM TPOCTPAHCTBOM... U KpPOME TOTO,
MIPUCTIOCOOUTh €e ISl TPOKUBAHUS OOJBIION
ceMbH. I MPOCcTO B BOCTOPre OT 9TOH padboThI!

B ocHoBHOM MBI 3aHMMaeMCS
MPOEKTaMH 10 TIPe0Opa3OBAHMIO
3[IAaHUI TTIOCTPOEHHBIX B CTHJIE
MECTHOU apXUTeKTypbI 70-80x
I'OJIOB B COBpPEMEHHbIE OeJIble BULTH,
B CPEAN3EMHOMOPCKOM CTHUJIE C
a3MaTCKUMMU BIISTHUSIMU

Ismael Mérida Arquitectos. Avda. Principe Alfonso de Hohenlohe, Urb. Marbella Real, oficina 32, Marbella (Mdlaga)
T. +34 952 446 927 - ismael @ismaelmerida.com - www.ismaelmerida.com

«Hcmasne Mepuoa Apkumexmoc». IIpocnexm Ilpuncune Aavgporco de Osnnoe, ypoanuzauus Mapbeavs Peans, ogpuc 32,
Mapoenvs (Manaea). Tea. +34 952 446 927 - ismael @ ismaelmerida.com - www.ismaelmerida.com
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