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Ismael Mérida:
creator of the Aloha
Hill Club




“In the Aloha Hill Club one of the

most important factors is water,

which acts as an axis, creating a
north to south perspective”

In 2000, the Aloha Hill Club won an architectu-
ral prize for the “best development design in
Marbella™; the imagination behind it is leading
architect Ismael Mérida, of Mérida y Asocia-
dos. Founded in 19946, this Costa del 5ol based
practice has been responsible for projectsin
locations such as Liskon, Casablanca, Tangier
and the Dominican Republic. His portfolia
includes private villas and housing complexes,
hotels, commercial centres and sports, leisure
and golf resarts,

If Mérida y Asociados can be said to be
quided by a central philosophy, then it is the
prmacy of the individual requirements of
each project. “We do not have a pre-set style”
reveals lsmael Mérida. “For Mérida y Asocia-
dos, the project is not an excuse to unleash
our egos. Our task is to create buildings that
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resorts.

are totally integrated with the surrounding
enviranment, which we wera able to do with
the Alcha Hill Club.”

lzmael is influenced by the ancient Chinese
traditicn of Feng Shui, which he employs in
order to ensure that all aspects of the design
and construction process, such as orientation,
materials and organisation of available space,
combine to function well within the surroun-
ding environment.

In the Aloha Hill Club ane of the mast
Important factors is water, which actsasan
axis, creating a north to south perspective.
The complex is laid out on a diagonal, which
was dictated by the superh southerly views,
as it was important that as many apartments
as possible could benefit from them. “We
waorked hard on the design,” says lsmael. "In
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In 2000, the Aloha Hill Club won an architectural prize for the *best
development design in Marbella”; the imagination behind it is
leading architect lsmael Mérida, of Mérida y Asociados. Founded

in 1598, this Costa del 5ol based practice has been responsible for
projects in locations such as Lisbon, Casablanca, Tangier and the Do-
minican Republic. His portfolio includes private villas and housing
complexes, hatels, commercial centres and sparts, leisure and golf

the end we decided that it was best touse a
diagenal lay-out, which took some time to
perfect, butin the end we managed tofind a
ealution that suits everyons,”

Ismael explains that the tenets of Feng Shui
alloww for the apparent disorder in nature and
organic forms: "Wherever we stand, we see
only one aspect of the overall plan. Perhaps it
is not immediately clear to us. However, if we
were to take to the ckisz, we would be able to
deduce the order behind the plan.”

The aspect of the Aloha Hill Club's design of
which lsmael and the Mérida y Asociados
team are mast proud, is the extent to which
the surrounding environment has been incor-
porated into the final design,"The landscape
is essentially one of its pillars,”



Ismael Méridsz
creator of the Aloha Hill C
< architectural harmony

How it all started...

This is a paper napkin from a cafe
in Arroyo de la Miel from November
1999 shawing the initial drawing

of the Aloha Hill Club, by lsmael
Mérida.
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The finished product is a triumph for both the architect and the Aloha Hill Club
Resort SL consortium that had the vision to take on such an ambitious project.
Together they have created a community of beautiful homes which not only
adhere to Ismael’s Feng Shui principles of design and construction, they also tick
every box for design, comfort and lifestyle,
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PROJECT
NOTES:

+  The main task s to create buildings that ars

totally integrated with the surrcunding environ-
ment.

« By adhering to the ancient Chinese tradition of

Feng Shui it is possible to ensure that all aspects
of the design and construction process, such as
orientation, materials and organisation of aval-
lable epace, combine to function well within the
surrounding environment.

»  Oneof the most Impartant factors Is water, which

acts as an axis, creating a north to south perspec
tive.

- The complex is laid out on a diagonal as dictated

by the southerly views, as it was important that
the maximum number of apartments could bene-

fit from them.
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VWherever we stand, we see only

one aspect of the overall plan.
Perhaps it is not immediately clear
to us. However, if we were to take
to the skies, we would be able to

deduce the order behind the plan”
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